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recast before it can be received as an impartial narrative of that im- 
portant episode in American politics ; and several other parts of his 
History are also open to criticism. Nevertheless, Mr. Ludlow's vol- 
ume is one of the very few books published in England since the 
breaking out of the rebellion which show a just conception of the char- 
acter of the present struggle, and kindly sympathy with the great prin- 
ciples at stake. He sees, what few of his countrymen are willing to 
perceive, that there is no right of secession under the Constitution, that 
the triumph of the rebels is to be deprecated by every friend of liberty 
and order, and that the recognition of a confederacy based on slavery 
as its corner-stone is not the way to secure the freedom of the blacks, 
or even the manufacturing and commercial prosperity of England. 

Mr. Hughes's contribution to the volume covers about sixty pages, 
and comprises the substance of two lectures, delivered, like those of Mr. 
Ludlow, before the Workingmen's College in London. It presents a 
pretty full summary of the struggle in Kansas between the Free Soil 
party and the friends of slavery extension, expressing cordial sympa- 
thy with the former, but not requiring special notice. 



9. — Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 1860 - 
1862. Boston : Printed for the Society. 1862. 8vo. pp. xii. and 
530. 

This is the third volume of " Proceedings " published by the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society within the last four or five years, and com- 
prises, beside a record of the monthly and special meetings of the Soci- 
ety from April, 1860, to April, 1862, much historical matter which is 
worthy of preservation. Among the more important or more interest- 
ing materials thus preserved in an easily accessible form are some very 
curious excerpts from a manuscript History of New England, written 
in 1740 by Joseph Bennett; several documents connected with the 
famous case of Phillips vs. Savage ; Stoughton's " Relation concerning 
New England " ; a curious collection of medical recipes prepared in 
1643 for Governor Winthrop, and now printed with explanatory notes 
by Dr. 0. W. Holmes ; Mr. Curtis's elaborate and conclusive report 
on the "Exchange of Prisoners during the American Revolution"; 
Mr. Winthrop's admirable " Memoir of the Hon. Nathan Appleton " ; 
and the proceedings of the Society on the death of Judge Shaw, Judge 
White, Hon. William Appleton, and President Felton. There are 
also several shorter memoirs? numerous previously unpublished letters, 
and other matters of interest to the historical student. In the publica- 
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tion of such volumes as this, our oldest Historical Society is rendering a 
valuable service in this department of literature ; and we cannot but 
congratulate its officers and members on the success which has so often 
crowned their labors. So far as we have noticed, the volume is care- 
fully and accurately printed ; but there is an obvious error in the date 
prefixed to Major-General Dix's letter on p. 374, and the Index is by 
no means so full as we could have wished. 



10. — 1. The Pearl of Orr's Island: a Story of the Coast of Maine. 

By Mhs. Harriet Beecher Stowe, Author of " Uncle Tom's 

Cabin," " The Minister's Wooing," etc. Boston : Ticknor and 

Fields. 1862. 12mo. pp. 437. 
2. Agnes of Sorrento. By Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe, Author 

of " Uncle Tom's Cabin," " The Minister's Wooing," etc. Boston : 

Ticknor and Fields. 1862. 12mo. pp. 410. 

If these two novels show but little versatility in the delineation of 
character and not much skill in the management of the plot, they nev- 
ertheless give abundant evidence of that ability to acquire and main- 
tain a control over all the sympathies of her readers, which is the chief 
source of Mrs. Stowe's power as a writer 1 . Her books are always in- 
tensely interesting, and one does not read many pages before he finds it 
hard to tear himself away from the simple and sometimes homely nar- 
rative. Her style is for the most part of crystal clearness and purity, 
and has that flexibility and harmony which are of the first importance 
to a writer of fiction. Her descriptions of scenery and natural objects 
are remarkably spirited and accurate, and she is scarcely less success- 
ful in painting local manners and customs. Her uncommon merits in 
both of these respects are well shown in the first of the two works now 
before us ; and we know not where to look for a better picture of ordi- 
nary New England life half a century ago than is exhibited in it. 

" The Pearl of Orr's Island " is a simple and affecting story, such as 
might be drawn from the annals of almost any one of our New Eng- 
land seaport towns. The scene is laid on a little island near Bath, 
Maine, and, with the exception of a single episode narrated in a letter, 
all the incidents take place there or in the immediate neighborhood. 
The heroine is one of those saintly characters which are not unfre- 
quently met with in real life, whose fragile bodies seem scarcely able to 
sustain the sensitive spirit within. Her father is drowned within sight 
of home on his return from a distant voyage, and her mother dies a 
few hours afterward in giving her birth. Thus left an orphan almost 
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